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This is a rapid manuscript publication from Aca- 
demic Press reporting an International Symposium 
held at Ann Arbor in July 1979. The proceedings ap- 
pear in two volumes and this review concerns only 
volume 1. 
There are more than one hundred contributions 
contained in volume 1, and these are divided into three 
main sections: (i) chemical and physical characterisa- 
tion of cytochrome P-450; (ii) mechanism of action 
of cytochrome P-450 and related enzymes; and (iii) 
the influence of membrane structure and protein syn- 
thesis on electron transfer components. 
It is difficult to highlight specific papers or themes 
amongst such a wealth of detailed contributions, and 
which as a whole I found valuable and stimulating. In 
particular, however, I was interested to read of recent 
work concerning the possible formation of OH’ in 
microsomes (by Cohen and Cederbaum, and by Hawco 
et al.); the varied studies on membrane topolygy (e.g., 
from Ernster, Omura and Peterson) were also of much 
value to me. However, in addition to the personal in- 
terests just noted, there is much in this book to stim- 
ulate everyone working on drug metabolism and cyto- 
chrome P450. 
The book is extremely well prepared with high 
quality print, paper and illustrations. I believe it to be 
a valuable addition to our literature in this area of 
study. 
T. F. Slater 
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In his presidental address to the participants of the 
symposium whose proceedings are published in this 
book, Lord Todd refers to himself as feeling like a 
coelacanth - ‘a kind of living fossil dredged up from 
the past days ofvitamin BIz’. I too feel coelacanthoid. 
1 also feel nostalgic, having worked on Br2 with the 
proceedings of the forerunners of this symposium 
always close at hand. They were strange volumes, with 
a few good papers, many p,assable ones and a mass of 
oddities and snippets. This new volume continues that 
tradition. 
There are well over one hundred contributions to 
the proceedings, organised into seven sections. Five of 
these cover the chemistry/synthesis, the biosynthesis, 
the assay, the absorption/transport/distribution, and 
the pathology/physiology of vitamin BIz and other 
corrinoids. The other two sections deal with corrinoid- 
dependent enzymes and with analogues/antagonists 
of the vitamin. Apart, then, from straight clinical mat- 
ters, just about every aspect of vitamin BIz is touched 
upon. And it is clear that the organisers of the sym- 
posium were very successful in roping in almost every- 
one in the business (although where was R. H. Allen 
whose work has been amongst the most interesting in 
recent years?). 
Most sections contain some notable contributions. 
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